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Ridgecrest Elementary School fourth graders Xavier Dubose and
Andrea Sinden will take the Washington Assessment of Student
Learning this spring.

Students make huge gains in reading, writing, and math
Students in grades four, seven, and 10
throughout the Puyallup School District
made unprecedented gains in the core
academic areas of reading, math, and
writing on this year’s Washington
Assessment of Student Learning (WASL).

Nearly every one of the District’s schools
has seen growth in at least one of the
areas tested last spring, and six of the
District’s schools achieved their highest
score ever in all three subjects.

See related articles on pages 6 and 7,
including examples of how the District's
31 schools are boosting academic
achievement,  tips on how to help
children become better readers, and the
role of building learning specialists in
improving student learning.

Results show that more tenth-grade
students than ever before are meeting
standards in math and writing. Tenth
graders also made gains in reading.

Seventh graders made huge jumps in all
three areas — reading, writing, and math.
Fourth graders also showed significant
gains in all of the three core academic areas.

The WASL, developed to measure how
well students are progressing in
meeting State academic standards, also
measured listening this past year.
Puyallup students continue to reflect
strong academic achievement in this
area across all three grade levels.
Students also took the science WASL
in grades eight and 10 this past spring,
and those scores were expected to be
released last month.

The WASL test includes multiple choice,
short answer, and essay questions.
Students must pass the test to receive their
high school diploma beginning in 2008.

Performance on the WASL has taken on
even greater importance among school
districts Statewide this year with the
implementation of the Federal No Child
Left Behind Act. This law requires
educators throughout the country to set
annual goals in reading and mathematics
for all schools. The goal is to lift all
students to the WASL standard of
proficiency in those core academic
subjects (and later, science) by 2014.

The new accountability system requires
all students in a grade, as well as eight
subgroups of those students, to meet a
testing target. The eight groups are

based on race, ethnicity, poverty,
disability, and lack of English language
ability. If even one of those categories of
students falls short of the target, the
entire school fails to make what is called
“adequate yearly progress.”

Six of the District’s secondary schools fell
short of making adequate yearly progress
— in some cases by just a few percentage
points of the goal in one or more of the
subgroups. School officials say that
information presents a welcome challenge
to continue to improve academic achieve-
ment for all students.

“The results achieved by our students can
only be attained when each of the
members of our staff — individually and
collectively — focuses intentionally on
raising achievement, collaborating on
instructional strategies, and working
together to carry them out,” says Gourley.
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“This is wonderful news for our students
and staff,” says Superintendent Susan
Gourley. “The State has set high standards
for schools, and this is a major victory for
our students and our staff. But the real
victory is in our classrooms — students
who are achieving at higher levels than
ever before.”

In some cases students showed such
significant improvement over the previous
year that their schools earned a spot in the
top five ranking of schools in the greater
Seattle area that showed the largest
percentage increase of students meeting
standards. “To have across-the-board
gains in all areas is not an easy thing to do
for a District the size of ours,” says Bob
Silverman, Director of Assessment.

R = Reading M = Math W = Writing

2003 Puyallup WASL Results
(Compared to 2002)
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Superintendent's Message
Celebrating our students' achievement
Cheers were heard at schools all around
our District a few weeks ago as principals,
teachers, and students received the scores
from the Washington Assessment of
Student Learning (WASL) tests given to
fourth, seventh, and tenth graders last
spring.  Scores improved significantly at
all three grade levels in the core areas
tested by the WASL, which are reading,
math, and writing.

Virtually every one of our schools has
seen growth in student achievement —
and some schools are celebrating unprec-
edented growth!  We do not have pockets
of excellence — we have a District of
excellence!  I am very proud of our
students and each of our staff.  The State
has set high standards for schools, and
this is a major victory for our students and
our staff.  But the real victory is in our
classrooms — students who are achieving
at higher levels than ever before.

Even as we celebrate these victories,
however, we are not resting on these
successes.  As soon as our principals and
staff received scores from last spring’s
assessments, they began to thoroughly
analyze the data … to determine how all
students could make even greater gains.

Although there are many strategies for
success, one of the most important is
ensuring that every child can read on grade
level by the time they reach the end of third
grade.  Reading is the key to all academic
success.  The sad news is that only one
child in nine will learn to read if they
haven’t already done so by the end of third
grade … and that is where you come in.

Our goal is to reach every child in the
Puyallup School District … to help every
child find success.  However, we cannot
do this alone.  We need your help.  As
parents, read to your children.  The more
frequently parents read to their children,
the more likely the children will show
beginning literacy skills.  In a report
published by the National Center for
Family Literacy Research Department,
children who were read to three or

Kristin Stensgaard, fourth grader at Sunrise
Elementary School, greets Superintendent
Susan Gourley on the first day of school.

more times per week by a family
member were more likely to recognize
all letters of the alphabet than children
read to less frequently.

As business and community members,
you too can help give our children the gift
of literacy.  Tutoring children in reading
will help them immensely in their progress
while also giving them another consistent
role model in their lives … thus benefiting
the children as well as strengthening the
future citizens in our community.

All schools have specific reading improve-
ment goals in place.  For example, Stewart
Elementary has offered the successful
Werlin Reading program for the past two
years.  Additional tutors are needed at
Stewart and at other elementary schools,
which will also be offering the Werlin
program.  Tutors volunteer to spend 45
minutes a week helping a child to read …

and in doing so, helping
that child feel success
while gaining an
important skill.

Werlin Tutor Daniel
Smith, attorney with the
law firm of Campbell,
Dille, Barnett, Smith,
and Wiley, is proud of
his involvement in the
Werlin program.  “I
don’t think there is any
substitute for one-on-
one reading with
children,” says Smith.
“There is no question
that this really helped
the kids,” he said of his
year of experience
tutoring in the first
grade.  “Each week, the
kids would come to see
us with big smiles on
their faces.  They looked
forward to it … it was a
positive experience all
around.”

Other opportunities for
tutoring include the Help One Student to
Succeed (HOSTS) reading program at
Wildwood and Firgrove elementary
schools.  Thanks to the work of HOSTS
coordinators Pam Nelson and Wendy
Ramsaur and hundreds of volunteers,
many children have found success in
reading … and because of local
businesspersons, community members,
parents and grandparents, and student
volunteers, the program continues to help
children succeed.

To reach our goal of success for every child,
however, we need to do even more.  I invite
you to consider joining our team of volun-
teers who are making a difference for children.

To join the team, simply contact your
school principal or the District’s volunteer
office at (253) 841-8703.  Helping children
achieve success by learning to read will
change their lives forever.
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Supported by families and our diverse com-
munity, the Puyallup School District challenges
students to achieve their academic, creative,
and physical potential.

Connections Editorial PolicyConnections Editorial PolicyConnections Editorial PolicyConnections Editorial PolicyConnections Editorial Policy
Connections is published periodically by the
Puyallup School District as part of a com-
munications link between the district and
the community.  Its intent and purpose is to
provide the Board and District staff a venue
to inform community members about pro-
grams, goals, and activities of public edu-
cation in the Puyallup School District.  Please
direct questions or comments to Karen
Hansen, Administrative Assistant to the Su-
perintendent, PO Box 370, Puyallup WA
98371 or telephone (253) 841-8703 or email
khansen@puyallup.k12.wa.us.  Responses,
as appropriate, will be provided directly to
those who contact this office.
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Editor: Editor: Editor: Editor: Editor: Susan Gifford
TTTTTececececechnical Assistance: hnical Assistance: hnical Assistance: hnical Assistance: hnical Assistance: Carrington, Ink!
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Brynn Blanchard, and Susan Gifford

Puyallup Sc hool District No. 3 complies
with all federal rules and regulations
and does not discriminate on the basis
of  race, creed, color, marital status,
age, national origin, religion, or
disability. This holds true for all students
who are interested in participating
in educational programs and/or
extracur ricular activities. Inquiries
regarding compliance procedures may
be directed to the District's Title IX/RCW
28A.640 Officer and Section 504
Coordinator (William L. Welk, Executive
Director of Human Resources) at 302
Second Street SE, Puyallup, WA 98372.
Phone:  841-8645.
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Veteran Board member reflects on time serving community

Terry Asbjornsen
School Board
President

Chances are the passionate arguments
coming from the Kalles Junior High
Library on Thursday afternoons are Book
Club members debating the merits of their
latest novel.

“The students really facilitate the group
and the meetings,” says Kalles Librarian
Krista Scioli.  “During the meetings, they
take turns going around the circle and
sharing their reactions to the book.
They’re very passionate about it and
eager to share their thoughts.”

Following discussion of the book,
students may also talk about another
book they are reading that might be of
interest to others in the group.  Mem-
bers of the book club mark favorite
books in the library with a “book club
recommends” bookmark, much like large
book stores use for employee recom-
mendations.  Students also select the
next book they will be reading from the
book sets purchased with student
government funds.

Kalles is one of several secondary
schools with book clubs this year. Rogers
and Emerald Ridge high schools and
Stahl and Aylen junior high schools have
similar groups. At Kalles, about eight to

10 students participate
on a regular basis.
Although Scioli
originally thought the
group might meet on a
monthly basis, the
students in the book
club were eager to
meet and suggested
gathering every two
weeks.

For ninth grader
Patrick Morehouse,
the book club
provides an opportu-
nity to share his
thoughts about books
with others.  “Reading
is a different world.  It
allows you to get fully
immersed in a story
and gives a lot more
detail than TV.  I’ve
always enjoyed
stories."  He is also
involved with the
Puyallup Public Library’s Teen Advisory
Group.

Club member Mayumi Shannon, who usually
reads one or two books a month, says she

also enjoys having time to review what she
has read. Some of the favorite books
recommended by Kalles Book Club
members include "Queen’s Own Fool,"
"Freak the Mighty," and "Holes."

Kalles Junior High School book club member
Mayumi Shannon marks recommended books
for library visitors.

Students share love of reading in book club

My predecessor on the Board of Directors
was Dr. Vitt Ferruccci. Vitt dedicated over
33 years of service to the children of the
Puyallup School District. I am now
completing just eight years of service. And
as I complete my final term, I have a new
level of appreciation and understanding of
Dr. Ferrucci’s tenacity. From this, one
might reasonably conclude that I am
lamenting the investment of time, energy,
and other resources required of a Director.
While it is true that the most common
comment I have heard from School Board
Directors across this State is that they
were surprised by the investment required,
that is not my reference.

In considering the Board, I gave little (if
any) thought to the benefits, the bless-
ings, the joy that would be mine over the

next eight years. Without question, the
most rewarding of those experiences have
been the times of close connections with
the kids. I never did get my fill of the
assemblies, concerts, Board presentations,

Some annual events which I have really
enjoyed included welcoming new
teachers, the PTA principals’ breakfast,
the Reflections Awards Dessert, the
presentation of Outstanding Seniors, and
too many others to mention. Each is a
source of pride for the accomplishments
and/or contributions represented.

A guiding light in my life is the phrase “It’s
really all about people.” One of the many
faceted meanings that saying has for me is
that “neat” people are a real blessing in my
life. And there are a “whole bunch” of neat
people in the Puyallup School District. We
have fantastic teachers, outstanding
principals and assistant principals, great
support staff, and an exceptional superin-
tendent and administrative staff.
What a great job our bus drivers, food

service personnel, and other classified
personnel do for our kids. And because I
spend a significant amount of time at the
Education Service Center (central
administrative office), I must share that
the support staff there have a special
place in my heart. Thanks for your
ongoing warm reception of my visits
(your special occasion celebrations are
great too).

Thank you also to a community and
parents who have expressed over and over
their appreciation and support for my
involvement on the Board. Thank you for
the privilege to serve.

Finally (but certainly not least), I have
served with several “neat,” well-qualified,
dedicated Board members who really do
put kids first and who highly respect our
teachers — teachers for whom all of us in
educational circles exist to support.

Thanks for a challenging, fulfilling, and
rewarding journey.

and the many other events involving our
students. Closely coupled with those
experiences has been the feelings of
elation that accompanied the evidences of
student achievement — the most recent of
which is the impressive WASL test results.

Exciting things are happening at the
Karshner Museum. The Northwest
canoe, being carved by artist and
teacher Al Zantua, is about half
finished. This will be an interesting
addition to the Northwest Indian lecture
for third graders.

The Friends of the Karshner Museum
are planning several activities this
school year, including the first Family
Day on Saturday, December 6 from 10 am
to 2 pm. The theme will be “Pioneer
Holidays." Be sure to check the School
District calendar for other upcoming
events. For more information, please
contact the Karshner Museum at
(253) 841-8748.

Submitted by Beth Bestrom, Museum Curator

Museum highlights



4  October  2003 http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us Celebrating Student Achievement

Communities in Schools helps students succeed

Chris Loftis, new Executive Director of Communities in Schools of
Puyallup.

Rogers High Performing
Arts Center to be named
after former principal

“Bringing schools and communities
together to help kids prepare for life.” This
simple message, posted at the end of each
of Chris Loftis’s emails, summarizes his job
as the new Executive Director of Communi-
ties in Schools (CIS) of Puyallup.

Loftis likes to refer to himself as a match-
maker, finding ways that the schools and
community can partner to help students
succeed. He speaks to Puyallup area
businesses, service organizations, and
community groups; applies for grants;
recruits volunteers from local corpora-
tions; and coordinates fund-raising
activities to secure needed resources to
sustain programs.

“There is a hunger out there for people to
help,” he says. “Our goal is to get those
people connected with the schools and
then help that partnership to grow.”

The national CIS program, which is
operating in 10 other school districts
Statewide, kicked off in Puyallup in spring
2002 with the formation of a local CIS
Board of Directors. The Board includes
school, business, government, and
community representatives. CIS pays
Loftis’s part-time salary, while the School
District provides him office space on the
second floor of the Education Service
Center in downtown Puyallup.

One of the first sights a visitor sees
when entering Loftis’s office are poster-
size sheets of paper taped to nearly
every cabinet. A closer look reveals
detailed plans for immediate and long-
range CIS projects.

Beginning this fall, several CIS programs
will undergo expansion. A program at
Stewart Elementary School designed to
improve students’ reading skills, for
example, will continue to serve first
graders and expand to help second
graders. Werlin Reading Teams pairs
each student with a volunteer tutor.
Business people, parents, and retirees
are among those who volunteer 45
minutes once a week and are assisted by
an on-site reading coordinator. Plans are
to expand the program even further next
year to include grade three at Stewart
Elementary, as well as branch out to

begin offering the program at several
other elementary schools.

A tobacco diversion program, developed in
partnership with the District, local law
enforcement, and the Tacoma-Pierce
County Health Department, will continue
this year for youth caught violating the
State’s tobacco law. Instead of paying a
court fine or facing school suspension,
students can become educated about the
harmful effects of tobacco, perform
community service, and get help in kicking
the habit.

Additionally, CIS is helping to coordinate
partnerships in the new Architecture,
Construction, and Engineering (ACE)
program at Rogers High School.

One of Loftis’s goals this year is to
develop partnerships to support the
possible creation of after school pro-
grams that will enhance student learning.
The timing is perfect, he says, to explore
how to best serve students after school
now that the District has implemented a
new Learning Improvement Calendar.
Secondary students are released one
hour early on most Wednesdays this
year, and discussions are under way to
align elementary students on the same

early release calendar next year.

“This is a perfect example of why we
have a CIS program. There is obviously a
need for all grade levels to have an after
school offering, and what a great
opportunity to find great and positive
things for kids to do.”

CIS has the support of many local
businesses, service organizations, and
individuals. Costco is one of the
program’s major supporters, providing a
sustaining annual gift that funds approxi-
mately one-third of the program’s total
annual budget, says Loftis.

Before coming to Puyallup, Loftis served
in a variety of non-profit management
positions, including five years as execu-
tive director of Big Brothers Big Sisters
and another five years as executive
director of United Way — both in
Thurston County. He lost a bid for
Secretary of State in 2000, owns and runs
an educational consulting firm, and has
three published children’s books.

For more information on Communities in
Schools, contact Loftis by phone at (253)
840-8917 or email at
cloftis@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

The Rogers High School Performing Arts
Center will be renamed the E. Arthur
Larson Center for the Performing Arts in
honor of the first principal of Rogers
High School.  Larson served as principal
of Rogers High School from 1968 to
1980.  During his tenure, Rogers devel-
oped a reputation for excellence in the
performing arts.

“I was very pleased and humbled by this
decision,” says Art Larson.  “While I
was at Rogers, I was very fortunate to
hire some highly
competent teachers
and specialists like
Dave Richardt
(drama), Bill Morrell
(band), and Rich
Nace (choir) who
really helped the
performing arts
programs get off the
ground.  I tried to be
the kind of principal
who gave teachers the opportunity to
operate within broad guidelines so they
could do what they were hired to do.”

Larson was involved in planning Rogers
for two years before it opened.  “We
tried to establish a high school that
would be a comprehensive high school
complete with pre-vocational activities,
academics, arts, and sciences,” says
Larson.  “I enjoyed being able to roam
the halls and step into classrooms when
I overheard interesting activities.”

A committee of students, administrators,
staff members, and community members
recommended the name change to the
School Board.  The decision to rename
the auditorium in honor of Larson was
affirmed by the School Board and
announced in August at a dinner and
open house at Rogers celebrating the
school’s 35th anniversary.  An official
dedication ceremony will take place in
November before the school’s first play
of the season.

Art Larson

Photo courtesy of  Darel Roa Photography
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Donations of school supplies, services help students in need
Savanna Shores couldn’t be happier with her new blue
backpack this year. Not only does it have lots of com-
partments to store supplies, it came filled with many of
the items she needs in fifth grade, including a binder,
glue stick, pencil, pen, and paper.

This is the third year that Shores and more than 300 of her
classmates at Stewart Elementary School have each started
school with a new backpack filled with supplies — all at no
cost to their families. Puyallup’s Costco store has donated
the filled school bags to help every Stewart student in
kindergarten through sixth grade get off to a good start.

Stewart Elementary Principal Laura King says the
backpack donation is “wonderful” for every child, but
especially for those from families who might not other-
wise be able to afford a book bag or supplies to begin the
school year. “It’s so nice for that child, while all of the
other kids are unpacking their things on the first day, to
have things to unpack too.”

Costco is among a growing list of businesses, commu-
nity groups, and individuals that donate school
supplies and services at the start of each school year.
The following are examples of others who have gener-
ously given:

Top Food & Drug and the Boeing Employees Credit
Union (BECU) Puyallup Express Service Center teamed
this fall to provide the School District with $2,000
worth of school supplies for needy students. The 639
items include colorful lunch boxes, plastic pencil
cases, crayons, binders, spiral notebooks, paper,
pencils, and backpacks. BECU Service Manager Lou
Wilson developed a list of supplies, and Store Man-

Lou Wilson, Service Manager of the Boeing Employees
Credit Union Puyallup Express Center, and Ron Bashaw,
Store Manager at Top Food & Drug in Puyallup, display some
of the $2,000 worth of school supplies they donated to the
School District to help students in need.

ager Ron Bashaw filled a pallet
with boxes full of the items using
a $1,000 donation from each of the
two businesses. “Ron and I
worked together on a common
goal to help the community,” says
Wilson. “Working together we
can make a bigger impact.”

Pope Elementary School also has
new landscaping around the
school this year thanks to $1,000
worth of trees and shrubs donated
by Garden of Eden Nursery and
Puyallup Bark and Garden Supply.
Pope PTA President Amy Littleton
and member Colleen Hollenbeck
arranged a work party of volunteers
to assist in planting the greenery
before the first day of school.

A team of medical providers also
donated their services for the third
consecutive year by providing free
or reduced cost physical examina-
tions for Puyallup School District
junior and senior high school
students. This service helps
students who want to participate in
fall sports but either cannot afford a physical or are not
able to schedule one before the start of school.

Professionals who helped this year included Dr. Don
Russell and his wife, Barbara, Dr. William Pollard,
Nurse Practitioner Denise Ladenburg, and other

District begins year with new mission, vision, and beliefs

members of the Evergreen Children’s Clinic staff;
Community Volunteer Nurse Meg Penalver, represent-
ing Dr. Ovidio Penalver’s office; Dr. Dennis Deleon of
the Mary Bridge Children’s Health Alliance; Apple
Physical Therapy, and Communities in Schools
volunteers.

The Puyallup School District Board of Education has
unanimously approved new mission, vision, and beliefs
statements to help guide students, staff, and partners in
the community.

These statements all support the Board’s newly
approved Strategic Directions — goals for the year —
which are to ensure equity and equal opportunity for
all, communicate openly with students, parents, staff,
and community, and be accountable to stakeholders.

The District’s new mission is, “Supported by families
and our diverse community, the Puyallup School
District challenges its students to achieve their
academic, creative, and physical potential.”

The new vision states, “Students graduating from
Puyallup School District will be:

• Proficient in reading, writing, and mathematics and
able to apply these skills across all curricular areas

• Critical thinkers who are able to solve complex
problems

• Engaged, self-directed, lifelong learners
• Effective listeners and communicators
• Able to understand and respect diversity
• Resilient, collaborative, and persistent as they

address challenges
• Capable of efficient time management
• Employable and capable of productive work

• Caring, skilled family and community members
• Able to value the arts as an essential part of their

cultural understanding
• Capable of making healthy life choices
• Responsible, contributing citizens in a diverse

changing world.”

The new beliefs statements address the District’s
partnership with the community, including communi-
cating openly with parents, students, staff, and
members of the community and cultivating partner-
ships that support quality educational programs. A
full listing of the new beliefs statements, in addition to
the mission and vision, can be found on the School
District’s website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.



6  October  2003 http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us Celebrating Student Achievement

Learning specialists join staff at all 31 schools

Building Learning Specialists Nancy Spane, of  Maplewood
Elementary School, and Nick Hedman, of  Firgrove Elementary
School, discuss student assessments.

Tips to help children
become better readers They are referred to as coaches, mentors,

and instructional leaders. Technically,
they are called building learning special-
ists, and for the first time all 31 schools
have one this year to help improve
student learning.

Principals, teachers, and parents are
welcoming the specialists, who work full or
part-time to assist staff, and ultimately
students and their families. The positions
are paid for with Initiative 728 school
improvement grant dollars and District
support money for remediation.

Some of their job functions include
modeling instruction for classroom
teachers, analyzing student test score
information, mentoring new teachers, and
providing staff with training and other
professional development.

Kristen Schroeder, Building Learning
Specialist at Meeker Elementary School,
recently spent time in a sixth-grade class
modeling a writing lesson. After teaching
students how to choose a topic and

Hedman, for example, teamed with the
Firgrove counselor last year to lead a
parent training about test taking in
general called “Test, Stress, or Success.”
The two served as resources about the
WASL and other student assessments.
“We answered their questions and gave
them information on how to work with
their children at home. Basically the more
information you have about something,
the less fearful you are.”

Spane, like other building learning
specialists, is also active in helping staff
develop the school’s Comprehensive
School Improvement Plan. She recently
assisted Maplewood in writing its new
mission statement and setting specific
goals at each grade level.

Both Spane and Hedman are former
teachers and say they not only have a
desire to lead, but also to develop
leadership in others. Hedman helps train
District teachers in the Step Up to Writing
program, for example, and Spane is serving
her second year on a Statewide Writing
Assessment Leadership Team.

All 28 building learning specialists, some
of whom work part time at two schools,
meet weekly as a team. Recently they have
been working to create WASL-like reading
questions to accompany the Open Court
reading series in grades two through six.
Liz Knox, Building Learning Specialist at
Spinning Elementary School, is leading the
group in this effort — not for the purpose
of teaching to the test, but to develop
effective teaching strategies to raise
student achievement.

Specialists also meet monthly with
Director of Assessment Bob Silverman,
who gives them tools to help analyze
student test results with staff.

Stewart Elementary School Principal Laura
King says she is thrilled to have a building
learning specialist on board. “The building
learning specialist is another individual
who is a partner in being an instructional
leader in the building.” Because they are
not administrators or evaluators, they can
develop open and trusting relationships
and are a great resource and support to
teachers, she says.

“I'm like a co-teacher. My job
is to help teachers reach their
potential."

Kristen Schroeder

organize a paragraph, she and the teacher
together observed students and assisted in
answering their questions. Schroeder then
set aside time after class to review the new
lesson with the teacher, discuss what could
be done differently, and answer questions.

“I’m like a co-teacher,” says Schroeder.
“My job is to help teachers reach their
potential and help them with problem-
solving. Basically I show them how I
would do it and give feedback.”

Nick Hedman and Nancy Spane, two of the
original five building learning specialists
hired three years ago, say in addition to
the support they give staff,  they also help
parents by answering questions about
State and District tests such as the
Washington Assessment of Student
Learning (WASL).

The following are tips to help children
become better readers. The suggestions
are provided by the Washington State
Office of Superintendent of Public
Instruction (OSPI).  For further parent
information and learning activities for
students, go to the OSPI website at
http://www.linkslearning.org

• Provide writing and coloring materials,
paper, picture books, magazines, and a
comfortable place to read, write, and
draw.

• Read aloud on a regular basis. Reading
to young children is especially impor-
tant, but reading with older kids on a
regular basis will help them as well.

• Talk with children about the things you
read,  whether it’s a newspaper, book,
magazine, recipe, or the directions for
assembling their new bike.

• Tell them stories and have them relate
their stories to you. Encourage them to
use art materials as well as the com-
puter to illustrate or writestories that
capture their interest.

• Help them look up definitions of
interesting words in the dictionary or
other reference books, and also online.

• Take them to the library regularly and
help them choose books they like.

• Set aside regular times for individual
and family reading, such as before
bedtime or on weekends. Discuss what
you and your children have read.

• Encourage them to read informational
nonfiction books on various topics, as
well as fictional stories.

• Ask them to read a favorite book,
poem, or story into a tape recorder.

• Show interest in your children’s school
performance, and monitor the develop-
ment of their reading skills. Visit their
school and discuss their reading
achievement with their teacher.
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In one month’s time, Cecelia Watkins went
from a student who crumpled up her
writing assignments to someone who
looks forward to writing projects in school
and often writes just for fun at home.

The 10-year-old is full of smiles and
confidence as she describes how she felt
during last spring’s Washington Assess-
ment of Student Learning (WASL). “I think
I did a good job,” says Watkins, a fifth
grader at Ridgecrest Elementary School. “I
was ready for it.”

Watkins credits her new outlook on
writing to her participation last year in an
after school writing club. She and nearly
60 other Ridgecrest students in grades
four through six stayed after school twice
a week for one month, all with a goal of
becoming better writers.

Ridgecrest’s writing club is just one
example of ways each of the 31 schools
in the Puyallup School District is
working to improve student learning in
writing, reading, and math. This year’s
Districtwide gains on the WASL are no
accident, staff say, but rather the result
of focused efforts in every school

Schools focus efforts on raising academic achievement
building to raise academic achievement.

Those efforts include:

Writing

Walker High School is among many
elementary, junior high, and high schools
that credit their students’ improved writing
skills to a Step Up to Writing program,
which teaches students how to organize
their thoughts on paper. “If you have kids
who are struggling, it gives them a formula
— a strategy of how to write,” says
Principal Ailene Baxter.

This program has also proved successful at
Brouillet, Sunrise, and Zeiger, which held a
combined staff training last month to review
new teaching materials for students in
kindergarten through grade two. Hunt,
Meeker, Waller Road, and Woodland
elementaries, among others, have also put an
intensive effort into writing and staff training.

Assessing students on their writing
abilities, carefully reviewing the results,
then planning lessons around those needs
has been an ongoing schoolwide effort at
schools including Firgrove, Maplewood,

and Mt. View elementaries. Students are
tested in kindergarten through sixth grade,
with some schools repeating the test
several times during the year to track
student progress. Teachers score student
work, much like the WASL, on areas such
as voice, organization, and conventions.

Northwood Elementary School organized a
before school writing club last year
targeting fifth and sixth graders who could
use an extra boost in writing. Fruitland
Elementary plans to develop a similar
writing club this spring.

Whether it be comma rules or topic
sentences, schools throughout the District
also report a unified approach throughout
their buildings when it comes to writing
instruction and expectations. At Edgemont
Junior High, “Everyone from the math
department to the culinary arts, social
studies, sciences, etc. are teaching that
Step Up to Writing skill and expecting it
from all students,” says Randy Jones,
Building Learning Specialist.

Reading

Rogers High School started this school year
by having every student complete a reading
assessment. While the results will assist
teachers in preparing curriculum, the Rogers
staff took learning one step further and

asked every student to create their own
reading improvement plan. Assistant
Principal Brian Lowney calls the new reading
plan ambitious, but says it gives the
teenagers more ownership in their learning.

Emerald Ridge High is also assessing
students in reading this fall, and sopho-
more advisories will devote one week to
reading improvement strategies this
month, with mini-lessons to follow
throughout the year.

Puyallup High School is working with
trainers from the University of Kansas to
begin a new three-year program to
increase literacy among all students.
“There are kids who are excellent readers
in elementary school, only we find when
they come into high school, some need
extra help in literacy,” says Assistant
Principal Joan Forseth.

Several schools, including Ferrucci and Stahl
junior highs, attribute some of their student
achievement in reading to setting aside time
every day — usually 15 to 20 minutes
depending on the school — to silent
reading. “Twenty minutes of every day,
every student in every class in every
department reads,” says Stahl Principal John
Bustad. “We are getting results,” he

continued on page 8

Walker High School student Megan VanAntwerp practices Step Up
to Writing techniques during a classroom writing assignment.

Ballou Junior High seventh grade teachers review school's WASL
scores (from left) Lynn Kase, Lisa Keller, Melissa Solinsky, and
Tamara Chipps.
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added, noting the school tracks not only current Stahl
students’ performance, but also how well Stahl alumni
are meeting standards in high school.

Kalles Junior High and Puyallup High schools plan to
expand Read Right, an intensive reading remediation
program that has shown positive results this past year
with special education students.

Several schools, including Pope and Shaw Road
elementaries, credit the Read Well elementary reading
program with more students meeting State standards.
“Getting those kids targeted at a young age will add to their
success in years down the road,” says Jennifer Iverson,
Building Learning Specialist at Shaw Road Elementary.

Lastly, many schools such as Zeiger, Spinning, and
Wildwood elementaries continue to expand the Acceler-
ated Reader program, where students earn points by
reading and passing a comprehension test for books at
their targeted reading levels.

Math

Schools throughout the District say this year will be one in
which they zero in on math, especially in the area of teaching
students how to answer multi-step story problems.

Aylen Junior High and Hilltop Elementary schools, for
example, are taking a close look at books and materials to
make sure they are aligned with what the State expects
students to learn at each particular grade level. These
standards are uniform throughout the State and have been
given the title, Essential Academic Learning Requirements.

Ballou Junior High, which for five years has blocked out
time and adjoining rooms for seventh grade teachers to
team teach, will continue a “WASL a Week” program this
year. The program uses problem-solving math questions
developed by the staff as part of the overall creation of a
schoolwide math improvement plan. For several months
last year students learned not only how to solve math
problems, but also how to explain their answers in an
organized writing format. Similar weekly math prompts
have been successful at the elementary level, including at
Pope, Riverside, and Stewart elementaries.

Karshner Elementary School is considering having math
homework clubs, learning lunches, family nights, game
days, mystery drama groups, and other schoolwide
problem solving and skill building activities.

Finally, staff throughout the District say it is important to
make learning fun. Waller Road Elementary, which
focused on problem solving in math throughout last
year, held a family math night with a Hawaiian theme.
Wildwood Elementary invited families to a reading
celebration night. Firgrove Elementary students lined the
hallways to cheer on fourth graders as they prepared to
begin their WASL. Ballou Junior High’s seventh grade
teachers dressed in fishing attire this fall as they
introduced the “Catch the Energy, Release the Potential”
theme at an opening school assembly. And Ridgecrest
Elementary handed out after-school snacks and gave
students fun writing prompts at its writing club.

“We had more kids wanting to be in writing club than we
could accommodate,” says Ridgecrest Principal Laurie
Orheim. “I walked in a number of times after school, and
it was unreal. They were so pumped up to write. They
just loved it.”

Schools focus on achievement
continued from page 7

Students and staff at the Puyallup Fair included (from top left): Emerald Ridge High student Federico Gonzalez guides Brouillet Elementary student
Danny Luhtala on a flight simulator program; Pope Elementary and Quest student Madison Jaramillo shares her report on Italy; Rogers High senior Jeff
Mumme demonstrates computer machining; Rogers High senior Paul Gerhardt practices JROTC drills; Waller Road Elementary students Ben Kalapus
and Nathan Reader look at bugs at the Karshner Museum booth; Fruitland Elementary student Molly Fletcher makes a cloud book at the Karshner
Elementary booth; Emerald Ridge High Teacher Candace Loring and Rogers High Teacher Debbie Munson at the art booth; Puyallup High orchestra
performs under the direction of Todd Giltner; Rogers High DECA students (from left) Nicole Lipka, Tovi Panida, Geneva West, and Zanetta Im; Aylen
Junior High Dance Team performs, and Science Resource Center Assistant Jan Ward teaches a Gig Harbor student how to make a twig journal.
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Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit Incentive Award winners

Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit Incentive Award winners (back row
from left): Emerald Ridge High students Zachariah Franklin, Ponce
Durr, Jr., and Amma Bofa; Puyallup High student Desean Garnett;
Rogers High students Dominique Simmons and Evonzia Guyton;
(front row from left): Emerald Ridge High student Hannah Wells,
and Rogers High students Teylar Greer, Renee Garino, and Lauren
Parris.

Ten Puyallup School District students
were recently recognized through the
eighth annual Elizabeth Wesley Youth
Merit Incentive Award Program.

Student winners recognized for their
achievements during the 2002-03 school
year are: Amma Bofa, Ponce Durr, Jr.,
Zachariah Franklin, and Hannah Wells
from Emerald Ridge High School; Teylar
Greer, Lauren Parris, Dominique Simmons,
Renee Garino, and Evonzia Guyton from
Rogers High School, and Desean Garnett
from Puyallup High School. Garino’s and
Guyton’s awards were based on their
achievements last year at Stahl Junior
High School, and Garnett was recognized
for his achievements at Kalles Junior
High.

Established in 1996, the Elizabeth Wesley
Youth Merit Incentive Award Program
was created to recognize and honor
African American youth achievement.
The awards, based on academic excel-
lence, community involvement, and good
citizenship, include a $350 award for each
student.  Students are eligible for the
awards beginning in ninth grade and may

continue to apply for annual recognition
through eleventh grade.

“Students who are recognized exemplify
academic achievement and excellence in
school activities,” says Kimi Ginn Rabun,
Chair of the Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit
Incentive Awards Program and Acting
Program Manager of the Tacoma Urban
League.  "This acknowledges student
leadership skills and encourages students
to do well in school.  This is an example of
one community taking a proactive ap-
proach to encourage students to do well in
school.”

While students may reapply for award
consideration each year, Rabun notes that
they also must show a continuous pattern
of improvement to requalify. Three
students, including Parris, Franklin, and
Durr, Jr. were also recognized last year.
This year, Franklin was selected to be the
student speaker at the awards ceremony in
Tacoma.

The awards program is named for Elizabeth
Wesley, a civic leader active in the
founding of the Tacoma Urban League.

Each day after school, 17-year-old Dave
McDowell spends several hours applying
the skills he has learned in his high school
architecture class in the workplace. The
junior, who dreams of becoming an
architect, helps transfer blueprint draw-
ings of school roofs to a highly complex
computer-aided drafting program that can
be quickly accessed and updated as
repairs or improvements are made.

The Puyallup High School student has
also helped organize and transfer paper
drawings of District school floor plans to a
computer database, noting specifics such
as the location of shutoff valves for water
and gas, fire exits, and contact information
in the event of an emergency. This same
“critical systems” information easily
accessible on the District’s network is

Student interns get valuable on-
the-job training at School District

Student interns include (from left): Joe Frey, David Couch, Landon
Rawson, Jacob Hubbard, David McDowell, and Brittany Martinec. continued on page 10

then printed out, assembled in binders,
and distributed to each of the school
principals for quick reference.

McDowell is one of six part-time paid
student interns working this year in the
School District’s Facilities Department.
The School Board recently listened to a
presentation about the interns and
commended them for their hard work and
expertise in the development and mainte-
nance of electronic records for District
schools and buildings.

“A lot of people don’t have the opportu-
nity to do something like this at such a
young age,” says McDowell. “It’s just an
amazing opportunity I have, and I think it
will really help me with my career.”
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New administrators are announced
The following people have been selected to fill leadership
positions this year. Other new administrators, including
elementary, secondary, and District positions, were
featured in the August issue of Connections.

Walker High School
Bryan Holt is the new Assistant
Principal at Walker High School. Holt
comes to Walker from Port Orchard,
where he served as an assistant
principal of South Kitsap High School.
Previous positions also include
serving as an assistant principal of
Cedar Heights Junior High in Port

Orchard and a science and math teacher for grades seven
through nine at Cedar Heights. Holt has a bachelor's and
master's degree from the University of Washington.

Edgemont-Hilltop
School
Lori Haugen is the new Assistant
Principal at Edgemont-Hilltop School
on North Hill. Her previous positions
include serving part-time as an
administrative assistant at Stahl Junior
High, as well as working in special
education. She also has worked in the

District's Students Temporarily Away From Regular School
(STARS) program and in special education at Rogers High
School. Before that she served as a teacher in Fairbanks,
Alaska and worked in special education in Yucaipa,
California. Haugen has her bachelor's degree from Eastern
Washington University, her master's degree in special
education from City University, and an administrative
credential from City University.

Hunt Elementary
School
Vince J. Pecchia has been named
Assistant Principal at Hunt Elemen-
tary School on South Hill. Pecchia
comes to Hunt Elementary from
Stewart Elementary School where he
served as a building learning
specialist in the 2002-03 school year.

He began teaching in 1997 in the Bethel School District
and remained there until joining Puyallup last year.
Pecchia has a bachelor's and master's degree from Pacific
Lutheran University.

Brouillet Elementary
School
Jeanie Schneider is the new
Assistant Principal at Brouillet
Elementary School on South Hill.
Schneider joins Brouillet after
spending five years teaching second
and third grade at Hunt Elementary
School. Before that she taught
English as a Second Language. Her previous experience
also includes teaching in Vancouver, Washington and
Long Beach, California. Schneider has a bachelor's degree
from Long Beach State University and a master's degree
from Portland State University. She earned her administra-
tive credential in 2003.

Director of Special
Education

Emerald Ridge High
School
Jeannine Medvedich has been named
Assistant Principal of Emerald Ridge
High. Her previous positions include
serving the past two years as a
special services administrative
assistant in the Highline School
District, a secondary summer school
principal in 2001 in Olympia, and a principal intern at
Olympia High School. Medvedich has a bachelor's degree
from Central Washington University and a master's
degree from City University.

District unveils
new slogan
A new District slogan
highlights the four e’s — or
“e to the fourth power.” 
Excellence . . . expect,
engage, encourage.
  
Excellence: We will put our students at the center of
every decision we make — our students will always
be first.
Expect : We all have high expectations for ourselves.
 We will not settle for being good.  We are moving
from good to great.
Engage: We will continue to engage our staff, parents,
and the community.  Our efforts to reach out both
within the District family and to the community must
continue and grow.
Encourage: We must always remember to encourage
our staff, students, and community.

Student interns
continued from page 9

Senior Jacob Hubbard, who plans a career in engineer-
ing or architecture, has been assisting McDowell with
both the roof drawings and the critical systems informa-
tion. He is enrolled in Auto CAD (Computer Aided
Design) at PHS during the day, as well as a work-based
learning class that allows him to spend his final hour of
school at his job training site. “It’s preparing me for the
career field I’m planning to go into, and it’s also a way
for me to continue to improve in CAD design,” says
Hubbard.

Other interns include senior David Couch, an aspiring
architect who has spent the past year implementing an
online program to expedite District maintenance
requests. The project will extend into this year as the
senior calculates the square footage of each room he
has entered into the database. Drawing designs on the
computer’s Auto CAD program is faster and more
precise than drawing by hand and “is what they use in
the real world,” he says.

College students Joe Frey, Brittany Martinec, and
Landon Rawson began interning several years ago and
continue to help during summers and on some week-
days. They have assisted with projects such as the
creation of an electronic inventory of the District’s
portable classrooms. Many of the student interns over
the past five years have studied under Ed Showacy,
vocational teacher at Puyallup High School.

Largo Wales is the District’s new
Director of Special Education. She
comes to the position after serving
as a director of special education in
the Orting School District. Before
that she worked in the Auburn
School District as the executive

director of special student services, director of special
student services/alternative education, and director of
elementary education/special education/Federal
programs. She also served as an elementary school
principal in South Kitsap School District. Wales has a
bachelor’s degree from Washington State University, a
master’s degree from University of Puget Sound, and a
doctor of education in educational leadership from
Seattle University.



Celebrating Student Achievement http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us October  2003   11

Community gives input on schools bond at series of public forums

Amy Curtis knows what it takes to grow a
healthy crop of vegetables. And she has a
green thumb to prove it.

The third grader and 49 of her classmates
from Waller Road Elementary School have
learned the benefits of rototilling a garden
before planting, using quality soil, sowing
seeds in rows, and perhaps the most
critical lesson — not to step on the seeds
after they are planted. They also have
learned how to harvest the fruits of their
labor, even if it means getting a little dirty
in the process.

This is the fifth year
that students have
walked across the
street to the Waller
Road Grange in spring
as second graders to
plant more than a
dozen vegetable
varieties and flowers
and then returned to the garden plot in fall
to harvest their handiwork.

Squeals of delight are common as children
get within sight of the 30 x 40 foot garden
plot filled with pumpkins, tomatoes, beans,
carrots, potatoes, squash, and colorful
zinnias. They celebrate with a harvest
feast, including loaves of warm zucchini
bread baked by Grange member Anna Van
Hulle. Pumpkins are also sent home with

each student, as well as with the teacher
for display at the school.

Van Hulle and her husband, Dave, along
with help from Grange #1111 members,
pair up with the children to teach them
how to plant and harvest. They also
care for the garden during summer while
the children are out of school, making
sure the tender seedlings are watered
and nurtured.

Alexandra Ray tugged on Teacher Kathy
Croft’s arm as the class left the garden last
spring, then told her excitedly that the

zinnia seeds she planted
could start poking out of
the dirt within 24 hours.
They are, after all, one of
the fastest growing
flowers, she learned.

Jasmine Jones says she
learned “you can grow

anything. You just have to take care of
it.” And even though Raymond
Newman says he “hates zucchini,” he
was quick to say he had lots of fun
planting the seeds.

This year, as students waited their turns to
plant in spring, they snacked on cookies
and lemonade and learned about pigs and
chickens from Cheryl Ouellette, of Piglets
and More! Ouellette gave students an

opportunity to pet Abner, a 3-week-old
pig, and hold some chicks.

Once the students had tamped their
seeds into the earth, they knelt down
next to Anna Van Hulle to receive a
“green thumb” — sparkly green nail
polish painted on one or both of their
thumbs. She also promised the children
that some of their crops would be
displayed in the Grange’s agriculture

booth at the fall Puyallup Fair.

“This is a wonderful opportunity to bring
the Grange and the school together — just
look at them all smiling,” says Croft as she
gathered her students to head back to the
school last spring. As Drew Jordan took
his place in line, he thanked the Van
Hulle’s and exclaimed, “I just love this
garden place.”

Waller Road students (from left) Joshua Spanbauer and Raymond
Newman plant zucchini seeds.

Students learn to plant, harvest crops in "kid's garden"

Parents, grandparents, business people,
and other community members have
spent the past month offering ideas
about what school improvement projects
should be included in a 2004 bond
measure. Now the School Board is ready
to consider how the final bond package
will look when it goes to voters as early
as February.

Planning for classrooms and other school
improvements is “critical work,” and the
community’s input over a series of public
bond forums held over the past month
have been helpful in developing the bond
proposal, says Debra Aungst, Assistant
Superintendent for Management Ser-

vices. The School Board is scheduled to
vote on the proposed bond package
Monday, October 27. The meeting begins
at 7 pm at Ballou Junior High School, 9916
136th St. E., Puyallup.

“I appreciate the District giving us a
chance to ask questions, give our ideas,
and learn the history behind the over-
crowding issues,” says Jill Starks, an
Edgewood parent who is one of about
100 community members who attended a
series of public forums. Starks is active
with the Hilltop Elementary and Daffodil
Council PTAs, however she attended the
forum and offered her thoughts as a
concerned parent.

While Starks says the bulk of the overcrowd-
ing is concentrated on the south end of the
District, she says North Hill area residents
need to recognize “we are one big community
— having the geographical area we do makes
us a strong District. The growth now is
mostly on South Hill, but those residents also
helped us build Edgemont Junior High. We
need to take turns, and those schools
certainly need relief.”

District staff educated community
members during the forums by showing
photos and presenting written information
about topics such as enrollment projec-
tions, a growth history, portable class-
room use, school capacity, and short and

long-term facilities needs. Time was set
aside for participants to break into small
groups to ask questions and offer sugges-
tions about projects that should be
included in the bond.

In addition to building and improving
schools, staff and community members
throughout the District frequently listed
updating technology as one of their top
priorities.

“All children and teachers must have the
most current technology to teach and to
learn,” says Elona Livingston, whose child
attends Pope Elementary School. “This is
an advantage we must make a priority.”
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Maggie Rogers has the scientific know-
how to describe in detail the water cycle,
salmon spawning patterns, and native
plant species at Clark’s Creek. But her
message about how to take care of the
Watershed is quite simple.

She says it’s important for people to stay
on the trails, keep the creek litter free, make
sure pets are on leashes, and “stay quiet
so animals in the forest will not become
scared.” By following these simple rules,
she says people can continue to enjoy the
birds and animals and hear the wind that
“flows through my leaves and makes a
beautiful noise.”

Rogers, a sixth grader last year at
Fruitland Elementary school, is among
several students from Fruitland,
Maplewood, and Spinning elementary
schools who toured Clark’s Creek

Students contribute to Clark's Creek book
The School Board recently recognized
those who participated in the project,
including community groups and agencies
that partnered with the schools, District
Science Resource Center staff who
coordinated the effort, teachers and other
school staff who assisted, and a number of
student authors and illustrators.

The project began last spring when fifth
and sixth graders from Maplewood and
Fruitland elementary schools spent a day
touring Clark’s Creek with qualified
environmental educators. Students hiked
to learning centers set up at Maplewood
Springs Pond, the Puyallup Fish Hatchery,
a streamside bridge, and the forested area
in the hills above the creek.

Matthew Peretti and Bobby Reed, both
fifth graders last year at Maplewood
Elementary, said they especially liked
learning about how chinook, coho, and
chum salmon return every year to spawn
and lay eggs. Staff from the South Puget
Sound Salmon Enhancement Group gave
students a close-up look at salmon eggs
in tiny jars, and students crowded around
as they opened the lid of a plastic
container that featured small  salmon
swimming in water.

Four watershed experts shared their
knowledge with students, and in the
following days students had the opportu-
nity to share what they learned about the
salmon, trees, plants, wildlife, and the
water cycle through their artistic expres-
sion of the science experience.

District Math Curriculum Specialist Chris
Humphreys helped educate students
about birds and trees in a learning station
set up in the forest. Participating teachers
in the project included Kim Hines and Ann
Valentine from Maplewood Elementary,
and Dan Cline and Scott Caufield from
Fruitland Elementary. Science Resource
Center staff, as well as District Art
Specialist Debbie Munson and Rogers
High Senior Merritt Riley, helped facilitate
the writing and art lessons.

First graders from JoAnn Kocha’s and
Virginia Masewicz’s classes at Spinning

Elementary School took a separate tour of
the creek and also have artwork featured.

The booklet, distributed to residents along
the creek and available to the community
at large, was possible thanks to partner-
ships between the School District and
many groups and agencies. The project
was funded by a grant written by the
Puyallup River Watershed Council and
received from the National Parks Service,
Rivers and Trails Assistance Program.

Giftmakers seeks donations
Puyallup Giftmakers, a “kids helping
kids” program operated by students in
the Puyallup School District, is in need
of donations. Program organizers are
looking for any of these items: new
stuffed animals; new and nearly new
toys for ages 4 through 14; coats (many
of the District's families have children
without coats); mittens and hats (many
children have no warm mittens or hats
for cold weather); stocking stuffers (new
or nearly new); sporting equipment;
gifts suitable for teenagers; holiday
stockings, and books for ages 4 to 14.
Items can be dropped off at Rogers High
School or the South Hill Mall.

Giftmakers is the District’s program that
helps needy families each December.
Parents can leave their children with an
on-site babysitter and shop for presents,
which are toys and other items donated
by the community.

As no District funds can be used for this
project, monetary donations are always
appreciated. Checks should be made out
to the Puyallup Schools Foundation and
sent to Karen Hansen, Administrative
Assistant to the Superintendent, at the
Puyallup School District, PO Box 370,
Puyallup, WA 98371.

Watershed last spring and completed
creative writing and art projects about
their visit. They had their work published
in a stewardship booklet titled,
“I am Clark’s Creek.” The book offers
ideas and assistance about how to be a
good neighbor to the creek for people
who live in and around the Watershed, as
well as to those who visit the area near
downtown Puyallup.

Donna Steffensen makes a leaf
print last spring at Fruitland
Elementary School.

Michael Johnson, a student last
year at Maplewood Elementary,
examines salmon eggs.

Conference partners
faith community,
School District
People interested in discussing how to
build partnerships between public
schools and faith communities are
invited to attend a one-day conference
October 28.
The conference, presented by the
Puyallup School District and area faith
communities, is scheduled from 8 am to
1 pm at the Best Western Park Plaza on
South Hill. Deadline for registration is
October 17, and the cost is $35 including
lunch and refreshments. Registration
forms are available at the School
District’s central office, 302 Second St.
SE, Puyallup, in the main offices at
individual schools, or on the District
website www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.
The conference is designed for faith
community leaders (lay and clergy) and
educators such as building principals,
school board members, administrators,
and other interested persons. Partici-
pants will be informed about issues in
public education and be aware of the
possibilities for appropriate connections
with public schools in their communities.
For more information, contact Karen
Hansen, Administrative Assistant to the
Superintendent at (253) 841-8703, or
Dayle Robbs, CityGate Church at (253)
848-1422 or (253) 848-0345.


